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UNITED STATES 
KEY TERMS 

•  FEDERALISM 
•  SEPARATION (DIVISION) OF POWERS 
•  CHECKS AND BALANCES 
•  IMMIGRATION 





STATE AND FEDERAL SYSTEM 

•  Historically state and local government came first. 

•  The states have their own legislative, executive and judicial 
institutions 

•  State and local government control important  areas like:  
•  Highways 
•  State income tax 
•  Public schools and universities 
•  Police and fire departments 
•  Regulate business and supervise commercial affairs 

•  The Federal system of government controls:  
•  Foreign policy, defense and monetary policy 
•  Areas that cannot be regulated locally and statewise: interstate 

commerce, interstate crime, interstate environmental problems etc. 

   
  





(1) The Revolutionary ERA (1773-1789) 

•  RESULTS? 



(1) The Revolutionary ERA (1773-1789) 

•  Declaration of Independence  - July 4, 1776 
•  Colonies  





DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE  

•  All men are created equal  
•  Endowed with certain inalienable rights, life liberty 

pursuit of happiness  
•  Government derives  «their just powers from the 

consent of the governed» 



(2) THE CIVIL WAR AND 
RECONSTRUCTION (1861-1876) 

QUESTION: WHETHER THE STATES OR THE NATIONAL 
GOVERNMENT SHOULD BE DOMINANT 
 
SLAVERY 
14TH AMENDMENT TO THE CONSTITUTION (1868) 
 



WHY 14TH AMENDMENT IS 
IMPORTANT? 

•  First, it extended the protections of the Bill of Rights to cover 
actions by states as well as by the federal government (the 
courts slowed the implementation of this provision).  

•  Second, it extended citizenship to all persons born in the 
United States.  

•  This made U.S. citizens of freed slaves (a 
•  legal necessity because an 1857 Supreme Court ruling, 
•  Dred Scott v. Sanford, had held that all blacks, slave or free, 

were not and could never be U.S. citizens) but also 
guaranteed that U.S.-born children of the tens of millions of 
immigrants who migrated after 1868 would become U.S. 
citizens at birth. 



(3) THE NEW DEAL ERA (1933–1940) 

•  Roosevelt Administration 
•  Social security 



The Federal Government 



THE EXECUTIVE BRANCH: THE 
PRESIDENCY 

•  4-year term - max two 4-year terms 
•  Protects the Constitution 
•  Proposes legislation 
•  Enforces the laws made by Congress 
•  Commander in Chief of the armed forces 
•  Appoints judges to Supreme Court (with the 

consent of the Senate) 



PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS IN THE USA 



ELECTORAL COLLEGE 

•  A device to place elites between the voteers and 
selection of leaders 

•  (Seçiciler Kurulu) 



HOW DOES THE ELECTORAL COLLEGE WORK? 

•  Each state has a number of electors in the Electoral College 
equal to the total of its US senators (always two) and its 
representatives, which are determined by the size of the 
state's population. 

•  Technically, Americans vote for the electors not the 
candidate.  

•  California, the most populous state, has 55 electoral votes. A 
few small states and the District of Columbia have only three.  

•  There are 538 electors in the College. In all but two states, 
Maine and Nebraska, the College works on a winner-takes-all 
basis. The winner of the popular vote in a state gets all the 
Electoral College votes in that state.  

•  To become president, a candidate needs 270 Electoral 
College votes. The winning candidate does not need to win 
the national popular vote.  



THE ELECTORAL COLLEGE 

• Representatives of the people in presidential 
elections 

• 534 electors, corresponding to the numbers 
of Representatives and Senators 

• 270 electoral votes guarantee the 
Presidency 

• Each state votes as a single block (minus 
Nebraska and Maine) winner takes all 



THE EXECUTIVE BRANCH: THE 
CABINET 

•  No mention of it in the Constitution 
•  Subordinate to the President 
•  Cabinet members  recruited broadly, not 

necessarily party insiders 



FEDERAL GOVERNMENT 

  
Legislative 

Congress 
Elections 
every 2 years 

The Senate 
2 members per State. 
Elections every 2 years 
for 33% of Senators. A 
senator is elected for 6 
years. 

House of Representatives 
Members elected according 
to the population of the State. 
Elections every 2 years for the 
whole house 
 

  



FEDERAL GOVERNMENT 

The Judiciary  

The Supreme Court 
 
9 judges appointed by the President. 
 Their job is to make sure that the President 
and Congress run the country according to 
 the US Constitution. 



STATE 
GOVERNMENT 

Each State has its own separate 
government 

There are 3 branches 
• State governor 
• State legislative 
• State court 

Responsibilities 
• Police 
• Education 
• Transport 
• Social Welfare 
• Health 



THE LEGISLATIVE BRANCH: CONGRESS 
PASSES LEGISLATION AND APPROPRIATES 

MONEY 

•  The House of 
Representatives 

• 435 members –
according to the 
size of the state    

• 2-year term 

•  The Senate 
• 100 members -two 

from each state 
• 6-year term 
 



CHECKS AND BALANCES 
Congress: 
Power of the purse 
Can override presidential veto 
(2/3 majority) 
Power of impeachment 
Senate approves treaties and  
the president’s appointments 

Supreme Court: 
Power to declare laws and  
presidential actions 
unconstitutional 

The President: 
Power to veto 
Issues executive orders 
Commander-in-chief 
Appoints Federal Judges 
Grants Pardons for offenses  
against the US 



CHECKS AND BALANCES: CONFRONTATION OF 
POWERS 



THE SUPREME COURT 

•  9 members 
•  Life term appointment 
•  Interprets and guards the Constitution 
•  Interprets the law 
•  Decisions of the Supreme Court are final 
•  In general it plays a conservative role, maintaining 

legal tradition 



ELECTIONS AND POLITICAL PARTIES 

•  Winner-take-all-election system 
•  The Electoral College 
•  Two party system- both appealing to the middle of 

the political spectrum 
•  Voting for individuals rather than party slate 





DEMOCRATS AND REPUBLICANS 
AND THEIR VOTERS 

• Democrats 
supported by 
majority of black 
voters (Clinton 83%)  

• Urban ethnics 
• Blue collar workers 
• Catholics 
• More women voters 
• Northeast, upper 

midwest, northwest, 
Hawaii 

 

• Republicans 
• Protestant voters 
• Business community 
• White collar workers 
• Religious 

fundamentalists 



DEMOCRATS AND REPUBLICANS 
AND THEIR POLICIES 

• Democrats 
•  Support welfare 

programs 
•  Keynesian 

economics and job 
creating programs 

•  Social security, 
Medicare and 
Medicaid 

•  Civil Rights legislation 
•  Women’s right to 

abortion  

• Republicans 
•  Limiting federal 

regulation of business 
•  Reduction in welfare 

spending 
•  Anti-abortion 



POLITICAL PARTIES 

Republican Party 
 
They believe in low taxation 
And little interference from 
the Federal Government. The 
encourage individuals to work 
hard and do not like welfare. 
A party for the rich and 
Middle Class. 



REPUBLICAN PRESIDENTS 

Dwight 
Eisenhower 
1953-61 

Richard Nixon 
1969-74 

Gerard Ford 
1974-77 



POLITICAL PARTIES 

Democrats 

Believe it is the governments duty to distribute wealth  
Evenly. They introduce higher taxation and welfare 
benefits. 
Their support comes fron urban areas and minorities. 



DEMOCRAT  PRESIDENTS 

John F Kennedy 1961-63 

Lyndon B Johnson  
1963-68 

Jimmy Carter 1977-81 

Harry Truman1945-53 



AMERICAN POLITICAL 
PARTIES SINCE 1789 




